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will doubtless promote the study and improve the understanding of evening primroses throughout the European continent.
W.G.

Floras
6. Santiago CASTROVIEJO † (gen. ed.), R.
MORALES, A. QUINTANAR, F. CABEZAS,
A. J. PUJADAS & S. CIRUJANO (vol.
ed.) – Flora iberica. Plantas vasculares
de la Península Ibérica e Islas Baleares.
Vol. XII, Verbenaceae-Labiatae-Callitrichaceae. – Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, Real Jardín
Botánico, Madrid, 2010 (ISBN 978-8400-09041-8, volume; 978-84-00-062217, set). LIV + 650 pages, map, 149 plates
of drawings; cloth with dust jacket.
7. Santiago CASTROVIEJO † (gen. ed.), S.
TALAVERA, M. J. GALLEGO, C. ROMERO ZARCO & A. HERRERO (vol. ed.) –
Flora iberica. Plantas vasculares de la
Península Ibérica e Islas Baleares. Vol.
XVII, Butomaceae-Juncaceae. – Consejo
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas,
Real Jardín Botánico, Madrid, 2010
(ISBN 978-84-00-09112-5, volume; 97884-00-06221-7, set). XLVIII + 298 pages,
map, 55 plates of drawings; cloth with
dust jacket.
A year of bliss: two volumes of Flora
iberica have been published in 2010. This is
quite remarkable, taking into account the
very thorough editing that the Flora undergoes before it is cleared for printing. The
volume editors must have had a busy time.
But then, Spain is rich enough in botanical
brainpower to afford two full and fully different editorial teams of four to be entrusted
with that job. Not to speak of the two dozen
authors of the treatments.
Yes, indeed: Spain is a fortunate, a rich
country, botanically speaking. And undoubtedly it owes that wealth to the very flora
project that now benefits from it. We are
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witnessing an upward spiral, a self-reinforcing process, just as real as, and infinitely
more enjoyable than, the fatal downward
spiral that has affected our discipline in
other countries of Europe.
The two present volumes cover widely
different groups of plants. The smaller one,
N° 17, is devoted for one half to the aquatic
(freshwater and marine) families of the former Helobiae, no less than 22 in number
(and there might have been one more, had
not Cymodocea been included in Zannichelliaceae), totalling only 58 species among
them. The second half, disregarding the single naturalised representative of Commelinaceae, is devoted to Juncaceae, with only
two genera but no less than 59 species. The
Juncus treatment follows faithfully Snogerup’s excellent revision, and that of
Luzula Kirschner’s, but both look very well
structured and are (as the whole Flora)
superbly illustrated. I for one will certainly
often use the comparative drawings of fruiting Juncus perigons, grouped together on
two opposite pages, which better than any
key helps recognise the different species.
As to vol. 12, it has the major family
Labiatae at its core, sandwitched so-to-say
between two much smaller ones: Verbenaceae and Callitrichaceae, each with 10 species. Callitriche, another of those tricky aquatics with extreme phenotypic plasticity that
makes it almost impossible to key them out
properly, are also an example of a treatment
that I will often consult when looking at
non-Spanish plants, as the illustrations, quite
apart from the text, are extremely helpful.
As to the Labiatae, much could and
should be written about them, but I will limit
myself to pointing out those genera which
have a main centre of diversity in Spain,
where they are represented by many species
often difficult to define, last not least because of frequent intraspecific hybridization
and introgression phenomena. They are:
Teucrium (67 species, 22 hybrids), Thymus
(36 species, 71 hybrids), Sideritis (34 species, 35 hybrids), and Lavandula (8 species,
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9 hybrids). The present treatments are a major if basic step toward a proper understanding of the evolutionary processes that have
led to their present multiformity.
W.G.
8. Mariano GARCÍA ROLLÁN – Plantas
españolas a más de 3.000 metros. –
Ministerio de medio ambiente y medio
rural y marino, Madrid, 2010 (ISBN
978-84-491-1027-6).143 pages, maps,
numerous drawings, 73 colour photographs; laminated cover.
The idea of writing a Flora specifically
for mountain plants is not without precedent.
A well known recent example is Arne
Strid’s Mountain Flora of Greece. The present book, limited to plants found above
3000 m of altitude, starts so to say where
Strid’s Flora ends (there is no mountain
reaching up to 3000 m in Greece, nor anywhere on the Balkan Peninsula) and is by
consequence much less bulky.
There are three areas in Spain where
such altitudes are found: Tenerife in the
Canary Islands with the Teide volcano
(3718 m); the Sierra Nevada in Andalucía,
where Mt. Mulhacén attains 3482 m; and the
Pyrenees close to the French border, where
among several high massifs Mt. Aneto comes
first, with 3404 m. Here, each of these areas
is treated separately, as a florula with its
own descriptions and keys, which is a sensible choice as there is scant overlap. In each
florula, families are arranged alphabetically
– but watch out: by Spanish family names,
so you will have to look for Scrophulariaceae under the letter e (escrofulariáceas).
The Teide florula is an easy one, as it
consists of a single endemic violet species.
The number of high-mountain taxa in the
Sierra Nevada (108) and Pyrenees (142) is
not excessive either. The total number of
species treated is 223, each of which is
represented by an exceedingly rough and
sketchy drawing; for the species that are common to the Sierra Nevada and the Pyrenees,
28 in number, there is a cross-reference
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(without page number) to the former in the
latter treatment.
In the preface we are told that the main
advantage of climbing that high is the fact
that, above 3000 m, one may be certain that
one encounters only plants described in this
book. One may also say, conversely, that the
main advantage of confining the coverage to
high altitudes is that the book is not too
heavy to be carried that high. To which I
may add that the colour photographs, while
increasing weight, are the main justification
to carry the book at all.
W.G.
9. Enrico CASTROVIEJO & Gabriele GALASSO – La flora esotica lombarda. –
Regione Lombarda & Museo di Storia
Naturale di Milano, Milano, 2010. Pages
[3]-273, map, 727 colour photographs, 1
CD-ROM; paper.
When you consider this book you will
find, so-to-say, a medal with two very different sides: intrinsic value and facility of
use. Concerning the contents’ side, I am
impressed. The authors and their many field
aids have done an incredibly thorough job in
documenting the alien flora of their home
region of Lombardy, taking the whole extensive literature into account, complemented
by new field observations and even herbarium studies. The known alien flora of Lombardy now comprises no less than 619 taxa,
not counting 33 that are doubtfully native.
Of these, 312 are of casual occurrence and
85 are archaeophytes, being therefore excluded from the treatment in the book, which
is limited to 242 naturalised neophytes. (You
may wonder, as I did, why these figures
apparently do not tally; the only logical answer is that there must be 20 casual archaeophytes.) A valuable aspect of the authors’
work is their painstaking investigation of
doubtful published records, resulting in the
exclusion of 37 species as having been mentioned in error, due to proven or probable
misidentification, misplacement of localities,
or a number of other causes.
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